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First Austrian Symposium on the History of Mathematics 
Mathematics-Stimulating or Stimulated? 
The subject of the symposium is the interplay between “pure” and “applied” 
mathematics in history and will be held November 9-15, 1986, Neuhofen/Ybbs, 
Lower Austria (between Linz and Vienna). The estimated costs are 2300/2100 
Austrian Shillings (single/double room) and include food, one excursion, and 
congress volume. 
Anyone interested in receiving details of this meeting should write to: 
Dr. Christa Binder 
Institut fiir Technische Mathematik 
Technische UniversitPt Wien 
Wiedner Hauptstrasse 6-10 
A - 1040 Wien, ijsterreich 
Telephone: 0222-X01/538 1 
History and Pedagogy of Mathematics Study Group 
On March 3 1, April 1,2, 1986, The Americas Section of the International Study 
Group for the History and Pedagogy of Mathematics (HPM) will hold its annual 
meeting before the National. Council of Teachers of Mathematics meeting in 
Washington D.C. at the Smithsonian’s National Museum of American History. 
The meeting will begin Monday morning, March 31, with a session of contrib- 
uted papers. The afternoon session on Monday will be conducted by Dr. Uta 
Merzbach, Curator of the Division of Mathematics at the Smithsonian. After 
discussing the role of the government in mathematics, she will give a presentation 
about the mathematical materials in the collection, including slides of items on 
display as well as related items of interest which are in storage. She has an 
immense knowledge of the history of mathematics as well as a great interest in its 
pedagogical value, so we can look forward to a lively presentation and discussion. 
Handouts on items in the mathematics and computer collection, the educational 
material which is given to the museum docents, and information on how to order 
photos and slides of items in the collection will be distributed at this time so that 
you can look it over before the next morning. 
In the evening a reception will be held at the old Naval Observatory. It is in the 
same stately wooded enclosure on Massachusetts Avenue where the Vice Presi- 
dent’s home is located. The building alone is worth the trip, but it will also be 
possible to view part of the Observatory’s magnificent collection of rare mathe- 
matical books. This will be followed by a tour of the building where time is kept 
for the United States. 
